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Keystone Crusader 

TTTThis publication acknowledges the authority of and yields allegiance to DeMolay International, of which Frank S. Land was Founder. 

June 2009June 2009June 2009June 2009    

Gavel Tracker:   PILGRIM has the Judge. Who will take it from them? 

 

The Last Sortie 

Don’t Forget the Charity! 

Pennsylvania  
DeMolay enforces a  

ZERO  
TOLERANCE  

policy with regard to the use of 
alcohol, illegal drugs, weapons, or 
hazing of any kind at any DeMo-
lay function.  This policy applies 

to both active DeMolays and adult 
volunteers.  Violations of risk 

management, youth protection, or 
prohibited substance policies will 
result in suspension or expulsion 

from DeMolay. 

64 
The Magic 
Number: 

Did you answer 
the Call to Duty? 

 

Attention all pilots! So far, we are succeeding in our quest for new train-
ees, but with less than 2 months to go in this campaign the magic number 
is still higher than we’d like it—64.  We need you to get out there and re-
cruit.  Sell! Sell! Sell!  Remember the dog tags represent your promise to 
try to bring in new members for our great jurisdiction.  To all those who 
have recruited so far, good job! To the ones who are still trying, don’t give 
up. Think about why you like DeMolay and what the organization means 
to you and use that as your selling point.  At Convention I want to see the 
bomber jacket given out. De-
Molay is the best organiza-
tion in the world, and you are 
the best of the best!  Let’s 
show all the other states 
what we can do guys. Re-
member, only you can make 
PA DeMolay grow—So go 
recruit!  Goose out! 

Hey guys!  We are getting very close to Convention! Exciting, huh? Even 
better than that, we are getting very close to a pizza party paid for by 
“Dad” Labagh! How awesome is this going to be? I want to thank every-
one for all their donations and for trying so hard 
this year.  Not only was it a good year for Pennsyl-
vania DeMolay, but also for our Charity, the 32nd 
Degree Masonic Learning Centers, as well.  
Keep up the support!  Don’t forget about the 
Hoodies and Beanies. Check the website, 
www.pademolay.org, for more information on 
them. See you all at convention! Freebird out! 

“GOOSE,” Deputy State Master Councilor 

“FREE BIRD,” State Sweetheart 
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Pittsburgh was the first city in the nation to have a steel and concrete stadium used strictly for sporting events. 

Welcome to the weird PA facts edition of the Key Cru! Rockville Bridge in Harrisburg is the longest stone arch bridge in the world.  

Mission Accomplished 

Is it Time to Re-define “Filial Love?” 

Virtue Number One 

With Mother’s Day being on the 10
th
 of May, and Father’s Day coming up on the 21

st
 of June, you 

and your chapter should be thinking about Parents’ Day. This is a great time to think about the ones 
who raised you! Filial Love is our first precept, and that makes Parents’ Day essential to you and 
your chapter, and not just because it’s an obligatory day!  If your Chapter hasn’t yet had a Parents’ 
Day observance, there is still time left to plan and execute one. A simple “thank you” can go a long 
way towards letting your parents know how much you love and appreciate them and what they’ve 
done for you. Your parents are special people and they do a lot for you! This is a time to show them 
what they really mean to you. Cougar out!                    
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“Drop and give me twenty, private!” That is what you would have 
heard at the Pennsylvania DeMolay Call to Duty spring leader-
ship weekend, which was held on May 1

st
 – 3

rd
 at Patton Cam-

pus. The weekend was kicked off with Drill Sergeant Jeff Bortz 
showing the new recruits the ropes, and giving them instructions 
on how to complete a tour of duty. On Saturday the mission was 
to learn much about leadership to be used in your own chapter 
by going to workshops taught by the State Officers. The secon-
dary mission was to aid a diplomat from your assigned country to 
learn what country a downed pilot belonged to. After many clues, accusations, and debates it was 
found out that the pilot belonged to the French. Following the workshops and diplomatic conferences 
the recruits completed their tour of duty with an ultimate Frisbee competition and a dance with local 
Rainbows and Jobies. On Sunday everyone receive a wallet card signed by Drill Sergeant Bortz cer-
tifying that the tour was completed!  Oh, how could I forget? Bro. Howard Wagner and Lorraine 
Chapter got to pie Mary Noble, our State Sweetheart in the face, because they raised the most 
money for the State Charity that weekend! It was awesome! Hollywood out! 

Do you remember how DeMolay started? Dad Land felt compassion for the quiet suffering of Louis 
Lower and his three siblings, whose father had died of a leg infection. He reached out to Louis, gave 
him a job, and became his friend. He filled a void in Louis’ life at a time when that young man 
needed adult guidance and acceptance. Our Ritual often speaks in terms of the traditional family 
structure, to suggest it as a proven age-old ideal. But many of our members come from non-
traditional homes, raised by single parents, grandparents, siblings or other responsible adults. In De-
Molay, we don’t try to replace a family, but we can supplement it, if a young man feels a void in his 
life. There are caring individuals, Dads, Moms, Brothers and Sisters, who can help a young man ex-
perience the kind of nurturing relationships he will strive to create in his adult life. Filial Love, for De-
Molays, is the practice of courtesy, affection, and dutiful obedience to our parents or those adult 
care-givers we are fortunate to live with, and to members of our extended DeMolay family. 

“COUGAR,” State Treasurer 

“HOLLYWOOD,” State Junior Councilor 

“VIPER,” Executive Officer 



 

 

Final Mission Briefing 
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Philadelphia played host to the first public zoo in the United States. It later became the first city with a zoological garden in 1884. 

Pennsylvania produces more food grade mushrooms each year than any other state. It’s a $250 million dollar industry. 

A Key Opportunity 

“KEY MEN ATTENTION!” Just some of the words 
you’ll hear every morning and night if you attend 
the 2009 Key Man Conference (August 2-8) at 
Patton Campus in Elizabethtown.  What is Key 
Man?  It’s only the best leadership conference in 
the country... wait, no…. WORLD!  Who’s it for?  
Key Man is for any DeMolay, but more especially 
for new members and Junior and Senior Council-
ors. At Key Man, you’ll be placed into a chapter 
with other brothers from around North America (yes, that includes Canada!) and you will be in 
charge of running your Chapter and completing tasks such as:  name the chapter, elect an officer 
line, prepare a budget, prepare a term plan, and have fun!  That sounds like hard work, but it isn’t. 
Tuesday, we will be having a prospect party by having a carnival right on Campus! If you’re inter-
ested in attending, contact your Chapter Advisor and ask for details. It’s worth the cost, and there 
are plenty of scholarships to help you attend the week, so don’t be hesitant! Maverick, out!    
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There is no “I” in Team 

Here we are in the final month before Convention—July 16-19; did you fill out the forms to get on-
board?  You only have until June 26th to submit your registration before you miss the chance to at-
tend. Be sure you make the cut! You won’t want to miss this year! We’ll be a the Radisson Penn 
Harris in Camp Hill, PA. Sleep number beds! Not only that, but there will lots of fun, that’s right, fun 
things  to do at Convention! Whether you’ll be riding coasters at Hershey Park, bumping cars at the 
Carlisle Sports Emporium, or even hanging out on City Island, you’re sure to have a BLAST!  Don’t 
forget you’ll want to have a voice in who your new Elected State Officers will be!  This is THE event 
of the year! The place where one end becomes another beginning. Fun times are had, memories are 
shared, and fellowship is measured in tons. Pack your bags! I’ll see you there!  Don’t forget to check 
the website for more information (www.pademolay.org). Iceman out! 

One thing that this reporter loves is DeMolay involvement! Not only in the community, but in the or-
ganization as well! “How” you may ask? Visitations, visitations and more visitations! Did you know 
that your chapter gets points for traveling? Check the Pennsylvania web-
site for the Outstanding Chapter Competition Standings!  And yet, an-
other favorite by this reporter is the sense of working together within chap-
ters! 64 new members to go guys, and we can do it! Let's work together 
and get those members so they can experience the fraternity of a life time! 
Check out your brothers’ chapters for upcoming events, and participate 
with them. When more brothers attend every activity and service project 
gets better! I promise they'll be a blast! 

“ICEMAN,” State Master Councilor 

“MAVERICK,”  State Senior Councilor 

“NUT,” State Scribe 
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State College Area High School was the first school in the United States to offer drivers education. 
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Only two Counties in Pennsylvania have no traffic lights—Perry and Forest. 

2009 Membership Statistics 

The challenge: for every chapter to donate a penny per mile ridden by the Hiram’s Scottish Riders on their  
June 2009 journey to visit all the Masonic Learning Centers in the 15-state Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of 
the Scottish Rite. 

These chapters have met the challenge since last issue. When will yours?  

 

Susquehanna ~ $120  New Castle Builders~ $120 

 Lycoming~ $120     

WHO’S MET THE CHALLENGE? 

Outstanding Chapter Competition Standings 

Coming Attractions 
Events with no location listed are at the Masonic Conference Center in Elizabethtown. 

 

July 16-19—Pennsylvania DeMolay Convention 
Held at the Radisson Penn Harris, Camp Hill, PA 

Four days of fun, food, and DeMolay! Events include: Hershey Park, 

Carlisle Sports Emporium, City Island, Election of New State Officers, 

and the Rock Band Tournament Spectacular! 

 

July 24-26—PA DeMolay Softball Tournament 

July 25—Ritual Judge Training & DAD Training 

July 25—Ritual Competitions 

 

August 2-8—KeyMan Leadership Conference 

Held at Patton Campus in Elizabethtown, this week long DeMolay 

leadership training camp is sure fire hit! 

 

Always check www.pademolay.org for all the latest upcoming events. 

Please note: Autumn Days 2009 has been cancelled. 

 

Did you hear the Newsman is on strike? No? 

Then you better go check out the latest episodes! 

Go to http://www.youtube.com/padnewsman  

to see it all! 

 

Contributors to this issue: 

Jeff “Iceman” Bortz, SMC              Howard “Goose” Wagner, DSMC 

Tom “Maverick” Moyer, SSC              Denny “Hollywood” Lennox, SJC 

Matthew “Nut” Blaisdell, SScr             Robert “Cougar” Kording, ST 

Mary “Freebird” Noble, SS♥            “Dad” Louis “Stinger” Grow, DSOP       

“Dad” Tom “Viper” Labagh, EO           “Dad” Dave “Merlin” Berry, ES 

Small Chapter   

Freedom  45 

Chester Pike  42 
Lincoln   37 
Riverside  33 
New Castle Builders 28 
Westmoreland   27 
Templar   26 
 

Allentown   25 
Lancaster Phoenix 21 
Somerton  14 
Joppa   10 
Lycoming  4 
Susquehanna  2 
Mountain Laurel  0 

Medium Chapter   

Northeast  39 

Steel City  37 
Friendship-Bray  34 
Crusade   15 

Large Chapter   

Pilgrim   95 

Elizabethtown  83 
Lorraine   72 
Erie   61 
Reading   48 
George Washington 47 

See the pizza pie  
progress chart at 

www.pademolay.org 

Chapter Goal MSA Goal Initiates Percent
al-Aksa (LT) 15 2 8 53%

Elizabethtow n 16 4 5 31%

Reading 10 4 4 40%

Lorraine 10 4 4 40%

Friendship-Bray 8 3 3 38%

Susquehanna 13 2 3 33%

New  Castle Builders 4 2 2 50%

Lincoln 4 2 2 50%

Joppa (LT) 4 2 2 50%

Steel City 8 3 2 25%

Pilgrim 10 4 2 20%

Templar 4 2 1 25%

Riverside 4 2 1 25%

Freedom 4 2 1 25%

George Washington 10 4 1 10%

Westmoreland 4 2 0 0%

Somerton 4 2 0 0%

Northeast 4 2 0 0%

Mountain Laurel 4 2 0 0%

Lycoming (LT) 4 2 0 0%

Lancaster Phoenix (LT) 4 2 0 0%

Erie 10 4 0 0%

Crusade 8 3 0 0%

Chester Pike 4 2 0 0%

Allentow n 8 3 0 0%

Goal: 105 Total: 41 39%

64Current Magic Number:

These numbers are current as of May 27, 2009. If you believe 
there is an error, please contact the Executive Secretary. 


